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Memorial ceremony for the victims of the April 3rd Massacre. Every year, a memorial ceremony for
the victims of the April 3rd Massacre is held at 10am on 3 April at the April 3rd Peace Park.

Eventually, history reveals the truth. Forced silence cannot last fore-
ver. Many people courageously exerted efforts into raising voices of the
Jeju people related to the April 3™ Uprising and Massacre. Crackdown
by the government was expected in the process of seeking the truth of
the April 3'¢ Uprising and Massacre, so great courage and sacrifice were
required to find the truth.

June Democratic Uprising in 1987 which served as a momentum for
democratization in South Korea also motivated people to talk about the
April 3" Uprising and Massacre. On 3 April 1989, people held a comme-
moration ceremony of the April 3*¢ Uprising and Massacre in public for
the first time. These fearless efforts shed light on the truth of the April

3rd Uprising and Massacre.
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The efforts of ordinary but courageous people resulted in the <Special
Act on Discovering the Truth of the Jeju 43 Incident and the Restoration
of Honor of Victims> of 2000 and <The Jeju 43 Incident Investigation
Report> of 2003. Soon after, the then President Roh Moo-hyun made an
official apology by saying “l, as the President, holding the responsibility
of government, accept the Committee’s suggestion and truly extend my
official apology for the wrongdoings of those national authorities in the
past.” In 2014, Park Geun-hye administration designated April 3" as the

National Day of Commemoration.

The April 3v Uprising and Massacre is not over yet

Sadly, the April 37 Uprising and Massacre is not yet resolved. Many
obstacles are still found in different parts of the country. Even though

Koreans impeached former President Park Geun-hye, rooted corruption

Official apology by the former President Roh Moo-hyun
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still continues to exist.

This applies to the April
3rd Uprising and Massacre.
No one was punished for the

vicious and tragic past as a

perpetrator. Worse yet, it is

Unnamed Monument. The unnamed monument is not even clear who the said
exhibited at the entrance of the April 31d Peace Park
exhibition hall, perpetrators are. For a long

time, those who are responsible for the massacre denounced the spirit
of the April 3" Uprising and Massacre as “communism” instead of apo-
logizing for what they did. No proper acknowledgement was given to
those who were killed while protesting against the division of a country
and war. They are simply mentioned as “victims” or even considered as
offenders against state power. They were even framed as "reds" and as is

clear, being called "reds" justified all illegal actions against them.

What Jeju islanders wanted to achieve was a united
and peaceful country without the threat of war.

Unfortunately, their efforts failed and now, the Korean peninsula is
one of the countries with the highest risk of a possible war. The political
situation is unstable because we do not know when a war might break
out. If a unified country had only been established 70 years ago, these
tensions and anxiety would not exist. This is why the April 3* Uprising
and Massacre is an ongoing issue.

By any chance, do you know how much the South Korean annual
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national defense budget is? As of 2017, it is around 4o trillion Korean
Won (=40 billion USD). Can you even imagine how big this number is?
40 trillion Korean Won equates to a salary for 1 million people with an
annual income of 40,000 USD. Currently, youth unemployment rate
is very high in South Korea. If the country was not divided into two, we
could have used a large portion of the national defense budget for social
welfare. Then, people’s lives could have been filled with more happiness
than now.

The April 3" Uprising and Massacre is still ongoing. It is between
people who insist on “starting a war” and “no war.” Which side are you

going to be on?

Remember the Jeju April 34 Uprising and Massacre

The Jeju April 3" Uprising and Massacre started from the 1t March
commemoration ceremony in 1947 and it was an expression of Jeju
Islanders’ aspiration for a unified country. It was not only those of Jeju
Islanders but of all Koreans. At the same time, the Jeju April 3° Uprising
and Massacre is a tragic history where people’s right to life was brutally
violated and destroyed by the state forces. It reminds us of the impor-
tance of people’s lives and human rights.

Jeju Island which suffered from the conflicts between different ideo-
logies and went through a catastrophic tragedy during the Cold War
should be reborn as the island of peace. The Jeju April 3™ Uprising and

Massacre must be remembered to avoid repeating the tragic past.
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Candlelight Revolution in South Korea, 2016
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